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UM OFFERS EXHIBIT OF LEWIS AND CLARK LANDSCAPES 
MISSOULA —
Lewis and Clark created extensive journals during their 1803-06 expedition, so we have 
a pretty good idea of what they experienced during their epic trek. But they didn’t bring an 
artist to document what they saw for future generations.
The University of Montana is correcting this oversight with its “An Artist With the 
Corps of Discovery” exhibit, which will be displayed through Sept. 11 at UM’s Montana 
Museum of Art and Culture.
Created by Billings artist Charles Fritz, the free exhibit contains more than 50 original 
works devoted to the Lewis and Clark adventure. The works are housed in the Paxson and 
Meloy galleries of the Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center. Gallery hours are 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and 3 to 7 p.m. Friday.
The exhibit will eventually contain 65 views of historic Corps of Discovery landscapes 
depicted in modern landscapes. Fritz has meticulously researched the look of his paintings by 
visiting actual Lewis-and-Clark-Trail locations and reading the expedition journals.
After its stint at UM, “An Artist With the Corps of Discovery” will become a national 
traveling exhibit. Future venues during the next several years include the C.M. Russell 
Museum in G reat Falls; the Yellowstone Museum of Art in Billings; the Oregon Historical 
Society in Portland; the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City,
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Okla.; and the Booth Museum of Western Art in Cartersville, Ga.
Fritz is a noted painter of landscape and genre scenes in the Rocky Mountain and Great 
Plains states. Born and raised in Mason City, Iowa, he won the prestigious Lee M. Loeb 
Memorial Award for landscape painting in 1993. His Western art is displayed at several 
museums around the nation.
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